i6                THE ROMANCE OF EMPIRE

Court of the Russian Emperor, Ivan the Terrible, at Moscow*
Here he and his men were entertained with the utmost hospi-
tality, and he arranged a treaty giving freedom of trade with
Russia to English ships. Upon his safe return home he gave
an interesting account of Russia, which resulted in the forma-
tion of an English trading company called the Muscovy
Company, and laid the foundations of a great commerce
between Russia and England which has been steadily main-
tained from that day to this. Two years later, after a second
voyage to Moscow, Richard Chancellor was wrecked and
drowned off the coast of Scotland.

To Sebastian Cabot, of Bristol City, a great share of the
credit must be given for the formation of the expedition which
led to the discovery of Russia and to this great increase in
English trade. Almost the last scene of his life was when, as
an old man of seventy-eight, he want down to Gravesend to
bid god-speed to Captain Steven Burrowe, of the Serchthyift,
bound for North-Eastern discovery. On that occasion old Cabot
1 gave to the poore most liberall alms/ and then at the sign of
the Christopher (an inn at Gravesend) he and his friends
' banketted, and he entered into the dance himself amongst the
rest of the young and lusty company/

A year later, in 1557, Sebastian Cabot died, and to this day
his name and memory, for his own sake and for the sake of his
still greater father, are the pride of Bristol, in which city he
lived for the greater part of his life.

To Bristol men, indeed, it will be seen, belongs the greatest
honour of having been the first to sail from an English port
acrpss the Atlantic to the New World and of having done
most to arouse the spirit of English seamanship for the dis-
covery of unknown lands, So far, it must be admitted, their
success, such as it was, could not compare with that gained by
the Spaniards and the Portuguese.

During the half century that followed the discovery of
America by Christopher Columbus, Spain had firmly estab*
lished her Colonial Empire, With marvellous rapidity great